






Ministry Close-Up

Our lives are fi lled with challenges large 
and small. There is no escape from the 
peaks and valleys that are the fabric of 
our day to day existence. I have a friend 
who has just lost a spouse, another 
friend fi ghting to survive cancer. There 
are those caring for an aging parent 
who feel overwhelmed, someone you 
know may be watching their marriage 
disintegrate.  There is that dear friend 
who may be cloaked in sadness and just 
can’t shake it off . It is important to know 
that no situation is too unimportant if 
one feels lost or overwhelmed.  Stephen 
Ministers are there like a huge safety net 
that will catch us if we fall and support 
us as we get up again, reminding us of 
God’s presence and healing power in
our lives.

Our job is to keep our eyes and ears 
open. All of us can become better listen-
ers and more attentive to what might 
lie behind spoken words. Often we step 
away not willing to take the risk of
getting too involved. If we listen with our 

hearts very often we can reach out and 
suggest a path that leads to a Stephen 
Minister making us ambassadors as
well. Day by day these Christian caring
relationships bring the grace of Jesus 
Christ to people in concrete and lasting 
ways.  In this ministry, we all discover 
that Stephen Ministers are the care
givers, and God is the cure giver.

On Sunday, January 15, we will hear more 
about Stephen Ministry and after the 9:15 
service, have the opportunity to meet 
with the St. David’s lay people who serve 
as Stephen Ministers. Take this time to 
talk with them to learn more about what 
they do and how they can support you or 
someone else you care about. u
Dedicated to my dear friend and Stephen 

Minister, John Schofi eld.

—Suzy Wasson
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Family Ministries

Several weeks ago a close friend was driving their three-year-old son home from 
the store.  Out of nowhere their son asked them, “Do you know God?”  Caught 
off  guard, our friend admitted they froze under the gravity of the question and 

later deferred the question to be discussed around the dinner table.   After hearing 
about this profoundly insightful three-year-old, I began to wonder how parents can 
raise a faithful child that knows God.

Steve and Valerie Bell, authors of Faith 
Shaped Kids, state that, ‘parents are 
far more infl uential in a child’s faith 
development than they realize.’  Parents, 
to an incredible extent, can be the 
number one defi ning factor in a child’s 
ability to embrace God.  While clergy, 
youth leaders, and other adults in a faith 
community can profoundly impact a 
child’s faith journey it can be the parents 
that have the greatest impact.  Parents 
and children can sometimes be so 
intimately linked spiritually; it becomes 
diffi  cult to talk about a child’s faith 
without also talking about the faith of 
the parent. 

When discerning the question, “How can 
my child know God?” it’s easy to want to 
look for a foolproof system, educational 
conference, school, or book that will 

give you and your child all the answers.   
While these resources can be useful, 
a child’s spiritual life and relationship 
with God often begins at home through 
relationship. “Relationship,” claims Steve 
Bell, “is the greatest faith-shaping tool a 
parent possesses.”  

For children relationships can best be 
experienced through rituals.  Whether it’s 
praying together with your child before 
bedtime, attending church together, 
giving thanks to God before a meal, or 
participating in a volunteer program 
with your child, rituals are a great way 
to strengthen relationships.  Rituals, 
similar to our faith and worship, feed 
the beliefs that shape and form us – 
regardless of our age.  Faith-formation is 
not something we can teach our children 
about, but something that is learned 

Living as God’s Ambassadors:

Teaching Our
Children About God

           Get Connected Online: Children & Youth
Family Ministry Sunday | January 29
Meet Family Ministry clergy support Rev. Matt Holcombe
and sta�  Andrew Kuhn, Maria Leal and Cheryl Wardle


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Family Ministries

through parents and 
adults who proclaim 
their faith with actions, 
words, and deeds.

Relationships are also 
at the core of our 
Christian identity. The 
fi rst Disciples gathered 
around Jesus’ feet just 
as we come together 
in worship, fellowship, 
and discipleship to build 
relationships with each other and
with God.  

One way that St. David’s will recognize 
and honor the relationships our children 

and youth have with 
God will be on Family 
Ministry Day – Sunday, 
January 29, 2012.  This 
special Sunday will be 
a great opportunity 
for the children and 
youth of St. David’s to 
participate liturgically 
and spiritually in our 
worship as readers, 
ushers, and preachers.  
Join us in celebrating

the children and youth. 

—The Rev. Matt Holcombe
Assistant Rector

Faith-formation 
is not something 
we can teach our 
children about, 
but something 
that is learned 

through parents 
and adults who 

witness and 
proclaim their 
faith through 

actions, words, 
and deeds.

“Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.”
Proverbs 22:6
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Spiritual Life

Forgiveness Seems to Be
The Hardest Word

As disciples of Christ we are instructed by God to forgive others as God forgives 
us. Forgiveness can free us up to be the Ambassadors for Christ that God calls 
us to be. And while forgiveness is great in theory, it can be diffi  cult to practice.

What better way to prepare for Lent
than by delving more deeply into this 
powerful and life-changing topic. St. 
David’s Center for Spiritual Direction
will sponsor “Forgive-
ness and Healing: A 
Journey in the Practice 
of Letting Go and 
Embracing the Fullness 
of God” on Saturday, 
February 11 from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The 
Rev. Aisha Brooks-
Lytle, Senior Pastor at 
Mt. Airy Presbyterian 
Church, will lead us in 
this day of exploring
the challenges of for-
giveness.

During the retreat,
you will search the 
scriptures and invite 
God to search your heart as you deal 

with the roadblocks and challenges that 
prohibit you from off ering forgiveness to 
those in your life. You will examine what 
it means to let go of the past, practice 

reconciliation in your 
daily lives, and wrestle 
with your animosity 
towards those who are 
not like you.  Traveling 
the road of forgiveness 
can be scary, but you 
don’t have to travel 
the road alone. Group 
support can be an 
invaluable tool on your 
path towards a deeper 
relationship with God. 

Everyone is welcome! 
There is no charge for 
this day of refl ection. 
Register for this event 
by emailing Suzi Zug at 

zug@erols.com. u  

—Buff  Barnes
Director, St. David’s Center 

for Spiritual Direction

Forgiveness 

can free us up 

to be the

Ambassadors 

for Christ

that God calls 

us to be.

Get Connected Online
Forgiveness  & Healing Retreat | February 11

St. David’s Center for Spiritual Direction
stdavidschurch.org/education/spiritual  life


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American culture often draws a hard line 
between faith and business, between 
devotion to Almighty God and devotion to 
the almighty dollar. We don’t talk often 
about eternal values at work, rather we 
talk about value for the customer or more 
often, value for the shareholder. Even 
investment advisors are required by law 
to make advice based on the bottom line. 
What does Christian Stewardship look like 
in the Board Room? Is there room for God 
at the conference table? If so, what would 
God say? What would we say in return?

Christians for centuries have faced situ-
ations where following God clashes with 
the priorities of others, or calls us to 
sacrifi ce instead of going with the crowd, 
even in a nominally “Christian” culture. 
God does not call us to escape from the 
business world, however, but rather to be 
faithful in the world. How do we live this 
out in our jobs?

This January, men of St. David’s will 
wrestle with these questions and others 
at our annual Men’s Fellowship Retreat. 
The Rev. Matt Holcombe and I (the Rev. 
Tom Pumphrey) will lead our discussions 
over Friday night and Saturday. Each 
of us spent time in the business world 
before seminary. We know that God calls 
all of us, in any profession, to set our 
priorities in the right place—to follow 

God fi rst. Our faithfulness to God shapes 
our relationships with fellow employees, 
company owners, customers, neighbors 
and vendors—even our relationship to the 
environment and those that come after 
us. Being a Christian in the business world 
is more than just standards of ethics. 
Being a Christian in the business world is 
like being a Christian anywhere—living in 
daily relationship with God and seeing the 
world as God sees it—beloved and in need 
of Christ’s redeeming, and awaiting our 
faithful stewardship. Come join us for the 
retreat to see what this looks like
in practice.

The Rev. Tom Pumphrey
Associate Rector

Men’s Retreat

Men, Faith and Work—

Christian Men in the Business World

Get Connected Online
Men’s Retreat | January 27 & 28 

Register online at stdavidschurch.org/community/events

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Opportunities

Education & Events
Sunday Morning Christian Education

Session 1 | Jan. 8-29

Adults | 10:30 a.m.
How to Talk About God
The Rev. W. Frank Allen

Foundations of Christian Ethics
The Rev. Tom Pumphrey

Toward a Deeper Faith
The Rev. Bill Duff ey

Children | Grades 2-7
WoRM Rotation > Adam & Eve

Session 2 | Feb. 5-26

Adults | 10:30 a.m. 
Welcome to the Embassy
The Rev. W. Frank Allen

The Bible & the New York Times
The Rev. Tom Pumphrey

Toward a Deeper Faith
The Rev. Dr. Bill Duff ey

Children | Grades 2-7
WoRM Rotation > Jesus in Canan

Tuesday Evening Adult Education

Alpha | Tues. 6:30 p.m. Beginning Jan. 10
            Retreat Weekend Feb. 17-18 
Register online. Dinner and childcare
provided. 

Retreats

Men’s Fellowship Retreat
Jan. 27 & 28 | 4 p.m. Check in
The Donaldson Brown Conference Center
Port Deposit, MD. Cost $175 or $209—see 
registration page for more details.
Includes accommodations and meals.

Women’s Ministry Retreat
Feb. 24 & 25 | Daylesford Abbey
Register online. Cost: TBD

Forgiveness & Healing Retreat
Feb. 11 | 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
St. David’s Center for Spiritual Direction
Focus on the power of forgiveness in your 
life. Registration is free & includes lunch.

Bible Studies

Rector’s Bible Study | Tues. 6:30 a.m.
The Rev. W. Frank Allen

Walking Through the Bible | Wed. 12 noon
The Rev. Tom Pumphrey

Women’s Bible Study  | Thurs. 9:00 a.m.
The Rev. Hillary Raining

Men’s Bible Study | Friday  6:45 a.m.
Men’s Fellowship

REAL LIFE | Mon. 6:00 a.m. (2nd & 4th Mon.)
St. DYG Youth Group (Gr. 9-12)

Spiritual Life

Lectio Divina | Sun. 8:30 a.m. 

Centering Prayer | Mon. 7:00 p.m. & Wen. 8:15 p.m.

Yoga with Spirit | Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Exercise in Faith | Sat. 10:00 a.m.

Fellowship

Women’s Appreciation Dinner
Feb. 4 | 6:00 p.m. Undercroft

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
Feb. 21 | 6:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall

Women’s Health and Wellness Workshop
Jan. 28 | 8:00 a.m.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Jan. 14 & Feb. 11 | 8:00 a.m.

Worship

Evensong
Jan. 22 | 5:00 p.m. 

Taize Service
Feb. 19 | 5:00 p.m. 

         Get Connected Online
For the full list of Sunday off erings for 
ages birth through high school, visit us 
online at www.stdavidschurch.org


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CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

New Year’s Day
Regular Worship

Hip Hop Hippo 
6:30am

Church O�  ces
Closed

Rector’s Bible
Study 6:30am

YG-REAL LIFE 7pm

Healing/Holy
Eucharist 9am
Walking Through 
the Bible  12 pm
YG-ROC 7 pm
Stephen Ministry 
7:30 pm

Women’s Bible
Study 9am
Yoga w/Spirit 7pm

Men’s Bible
Study 6:45am

Men’s
Fellowship
Breakfast 8am
Exercise in
Faith 10 am
Baptism Walk-
Through 10 am

Epiphany
St. Augustine 
Feeding 6:30am

REAL LIFE
Bible Study
6:00 am
Centering Prayer
7pm

Rector’s Bible
Study 6:30am
Alpha 6:30pm
YG-REAL LIFE 7pm

Healing/Holy
Eucharist 9am
Walking Through the 
Bible Study 12 pm
YG-ROC 7 pm

Women’s Bible
Study 9 am
Mom’s Heart to
Heart 10 am
Yoga w/Spirit 7 pm

Men’s Bible
Study 6:45am

Exercise in
Faith 10 am

Rev. Matt Holcombe
Ordination 10 am
Phila. Cathedral

St. Augustine 
Feeding 6:30am 
Stephen Ministry
Recognition Sunday
Labyrinth 3pm

Church O�  ces
Closed

Rector’s Bible
Study 6:30am
Alpha 6:30pm
YG-REAL LIFE 7pm

Healing/Holy
Eucharist 9am
Bible Study  12 pm
YG-ROC 7 pm

Women’s Bible
Study 9am
Yoga w/Spirit 7 pm

Men’s Bible
Study 6:45am

Exercise in
Faith 10 am

Baptism
Sunday
IHN Host Week
St. Augustine 
Feeding 6:30am
Evensong 5 pm

REAL LIFE
Bible Study
6:00 am
Centering Prayer
7pm

Rector’s Bible
Study 6:30am
Alpha 6:30pm
YG-REAL LIFE 7pm

Healing/Holy
Eucharist 9am
St. John’s Feeding 
Ministry 9:15 am
YG-ROC 7 pm
Stephen Ministry 
7:30 pm

Women’s Bible
Study 9 am
Mom’s Heart to
Heart 10 am
Yoga w/Spirit 7 pm

Men’s Bible
Study 6:45am
Men’s Fellowship
Retreat 4 pm

Women’s
Health &
Wellness
Workshop 8am 

Family
Ministry
Sunday
St. Augustine 
Feeding 6:30am

Centering Prayer
7pm

Rector’s Bible
Study 6:30am
Alpha 6:30pm
YG-REAL LIFE 7pm

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Healing/Holy
Eucharist 9am
Bible Study  12 pm
YG-ROC 7pm
St. John’s Feeding
Ministry

Women’s Bible
Study 9am
Yoga w/Spirit 7pm

Men’s Bible
Study 6:45am

Exercise in
Faith 10 am

Women’s
Appreciation Dinner 
6 pm

Hip Hop Hippo 
6:30 am

Centering Prayer
7pm

Rector’s Bible
Study 6:30am
Alpha 6:30pm
YG-REAL LIFE 7pm

Healing/Holy
Eucharist 9am
Bible Study  12 pm
YG-ROC 7pm

Women’s Bible
Study 9am
Mom’s Heart to Heart 
10 am
Yoga w/Spirit 7pm

Men’s Bible
Study 6:45am

Men’s
Fellowship 
Breakfast 8 am

Exercise in
Faith 10 am

St. Augustine 
Feeding
6:30 am

REAL LIFE
Bible Study
6:00 am
Centering Prayer
7pm

Rector’s Bible
Study 6:30am
Alpha 6:30pm
YG-REAL LIFE 7pm

Healing/Holy
Eucharist 9am
Bible Study  12 pm
YG-ROC 7pm
Stephen Ministry
7:30pm

Women’s Bible
Study 9am
Yoga w/Spirit 7pm

Men’s Bible
Study 6:45am

Alpha Weekend

Alpha
Weekend

IHN Host
Week
St. Augustine 
Feeding 6:30 am
Taize Service 5 pm
Labyrinth 3pm

Parish O�  ce
Closed
Centering Prayer 
7 pm 

Rector’s Bible
Study 6:30 am
Shrove Tuesday 
Supper 6 p.m.
Alpha 6:30 pm
YG-REAL LIFE 7 pm

Ash Wednesday
Services 7,  9 am 
& 7pm
Bible Study  12 pm
YG-ROC 7pm

Women’s Bible
Study 9am
Mom’s Heart to Heart 
10 am
Yoga w/Spirit 7 pm

Men’s Bible
Study 6:45am

Exercise in
Faith 10 am

First Sunday
in Lent
New Members
Class 3 pm

REAL LIFE
Bible Study
6:00 am
Centering Prayer
7 pm

Rector’s Bible
Study 6:30 am
Alpha 6:30 pm
YG-REAL LIFE 7pm

Healing/Holy
Eucharist 9 am
Bible Study  12 pm
YG-ROC 7 pm
St. John’s Feeding
Ministry
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Please visit us online at www.stdavidschurch.org for the most up-to-the-minute calendar.
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